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Gov. Tom Wolf is pushing significant 
changes to Pennsylvania’s charter 
school law, and it is estimated to save 
school districts statewide $230 million a 
year. 

Proposed changes to current law 
and policy, along with budget initiatives, 
would save school districts the 
estimated $230 million, which could be 
reinvested into students and educators.   

According to Gov. Wolf, “This 
package of policy and budget initiatives 
promotes innovation and choice in the 
charter sector, while ensuring charter 
schools provide a high-quality 
education, are accountable for their 
academic performance and financial 
management, and meet the same 
standards Pennsylvanians expect from 
traditional public schools.”  Specifics of 
the plan include: 
 Applying the Special Education 

Formula to All Charter Schools: 
applying the four-tiered Special 
Education Funding formula to all 
charters to better align Special 
Education Funding with actual costs of 
providing services to special education 
students.  This was a recommendation 

from the bipartisan Special Education 
Funding Commission and will save 
school districts an estimated $99 
million annually. 
 

 Establishing a Statewide Cyber 
Charter Tuition Rate: establishes a 
statewide cyber tuition rate of $9,500 
per student per year and will better 
align tuition with the actual costs of 
providing an online education (est. 
savings of $130 million annually)  
 

 Improving the Redirection Process: 
provides clarification on the 
redirection process, including the 
basis for reported expenditures and 
the deductions included in the tuition 
rate calculation, to increase fairness, 
accountability, and transparency.  

 
If these simple and fair changes were 

enacted, it could save Moshannon Valley 
approximately 50 percent of our annual 
expense. 

Typically, Moshannon Valley spends 
$200,000 on outside cyber-charter 
schools, this year expenses are likely to 
exceed $500,000. 

DISTRICT NEWS 
[Top] AcDec Students participate in the 
winter scrimmage virtually in preparation for 
future competition.  [Bottom] 
Superintendents from central PA hold a 
virtual meeting with Senator Langerholc to 
discuss issues like cyber-charter funding.  As 
the budget process unfolds in Harrisburg, it is 
important to keep legislators informed on 
key issues even when we are unable to travel 
to the Capitol and meet in person.  

Governor Wolf’s Charter School Funding Reform  
 

By Dr. John W. Zesiger (Information from PASA)     
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News  

& Notes 

 
Upcoming Events & Activities 

Black Knight Pride! 

 Mrs. Del Ponte has been instructing in the district for more than 13 
years.  “It’s time for Reading Club!” one teacher called out, when she 
picked up her students.  With the positive response from students, she 
now calls her class Reading Club   

Kindergarteners are working on breaking words into phonemes, 
learning their letters and sounds, with a goal to learn at least 20 sight 
words!    

First grade students are working hard to master 100 sight words and 
compare fiction and nonfiction text.   

Third grade students have enjoyed reading the Invention Series 
about people with ingenuity and persistence that solved a problem.  

Mrs. Del Ponte simply stated, “I love my job!” 

UNICEF Kid Power Up… 
Third grade teacher, Mrs. 

Sachdeva, researched a program 
called UNICEF Kid Power Up.  It is a 
streaming-platform initiative that 
promotes social emotional learning 
and physical activity while making a 
global impact.  The initiative 
involves students playing “power-
up” brain-break videos.  For every 
10 videos played, students unlock 
one ready-to-use therapeutic food 
packet for malnourished children 
around the world.  Our students 
also earn virtual coins that can be 
put towards a more local cause such 
as planting trees for a local 
community, donating to a food 
bank or donating PPE equipment 
for COVID-19 relief.  Great job 3rd 
Grade students! 

 

 February 15: Presidents Day – No 
School  

 March 24: End of 3rd Marking Period 
 

 

MoValley Family Chat… 
Instructional Coach, Ashley Nunley, 
has been steadily growing 
participation in our monthly 
MoValley Family Chat.  The 
program is designed to support 
families with the technology, 
virtual, social emotional, and safety 
issues students face in the COVID 
environment.  Topics have included: 
using Google Classrooms, Social 
Emotional Learning, Hour of Code, 
Virtual Field Trips, and others.  If 
you would like to join, the next 
session will be Wednesday, 
February 17 at 8:00 pm and we 
encourage everyone to spread the 
word!  
 

 

[Left]  Third grade students participate in a UNICEF Kid Power 
program brain break.  {Right} the UNICEF video and tracking 
system registers that MoValley students have unlocked their 
first food packet for malnourished children!  


